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Enclosure referred to in Foregoing Letter
Hdyra. Dept. of Virginia and North Carolina,
in the Field. Va., August 18ft, 1861
Major-General HITCHCOCK, Commissioner of Prisoners,
WASHINGTON, D. C.
GENERAL: I have received one or two indorsements from you which say in substance that "it is desirable to have all our prisoners exchanged." I agree (to) that if all means all. But does the Government intend to abandon the colored troops? That is the only question now pending. All others can be settled. From my conversation with the lieutenant-general, he does not deem it desirable to move from the position taken on that question. I will again call the subject to the attention of Mr. Ould, and obtain an interview with him if possible. I have the honor to be, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant, BENJ. F. BUTLER, Major-Generol and Commissioner of Exchange
Official Records, Series II, Vol. 7, p. 606.
From General Grant to General Butler
CITY POINT, Aug. 18, 1864
I AM satisfied that the object of your interview, besides having proper sanction, meets with my entire approval. I have seen from Southern papers that a system of retaliation is going on in the South which they keep from us, & which we should stop in some way.
On the subject of exchange, however, I differ from Gen. Hitchcock. It is hard on our men held in Southern prisons not to exchange them, but it is humanity to those left in the ranks to fight our battles. Every man released on parole or otherwise becomes an active soldier against us at once, either directly or indirectly. If we commence a system of exchange which liberates all prisoners taken, we will have to fight on until the whole south is exterminated. If we hold those caught, they amount to no more than dead men. At this particular time to release all rebel prisoners North would insure Sherman's defeat & would compromise our safety here.
U. S. GRANT, Lt. Gen'l.